OUR INHERITANCE IN CHRIST

3. A Purpose for our Lives

Introduction

Everyone who belong to Jesus Christ receive an inheritance from him. This inheritance includes the spiritual
blessings we learnt about in our first study, and the privilege of reaching the nations of the world for the Lord
Jesus Christ. However, God also has an inheritance for us that is personal and individual.

When parents prepare their will, they often leave what they have to their children. Sometimes each one
receives the same, but parents can also choose what they leave for each child. God has made each one of us
unique and different, and he has given us differing gifts and abilities, so what he gives us will differ. This
inheritance is linked to his purpose for our lives.

% What does God’s word tell us about his purpose for our lives? Look up the following scriptures:
Psalm 139:13-18, Jeremiah 29:11, Ephesians 2:20

% Who sets us in our places and assigns us our inheritance according to Acts 17:24-26 and Psalm 16:5-6?
% How can we know what God’s plan or purpose for our lives is? Ephesians 1:17-18, Proverbs 3:5-6

% God promised to give the Children of Israel an inheritance, and that inheritance was the Promised Land.
What did they have to do to claim their inheritance? Joshua 1:13-16, 3:3-5, 8:1

% Once the Children of Israel had entered the land, each tribe was allotted a part as their own inheritance.
God told them where the boundary lines were for each tribe. For example see Joshua 17:7 and 19:10.
In Psalm 16:6 it says our boundary lines have fallen in pleasant places. How do you think this relates to
our lives?

God has a purpose and destiny for each one of our lives which is linked to our inheritance. For some, it may
be to have influence just within their own family and village, for others within their own city, or nation, and
there are others who God uses across the globe. He sets the boundary lines.

% How did the enemy try to stop Zerubbabel and the people from rebuilding the temple and obtaining
their inheritance? Ezra 4:4-5

%  When the enemy sought to discourage Zerubbabel, God sent prophets to encourage him. Zechariah
4:6-9. How do the promises given to Zerubbabel encourage you to press on?

Conclusion

God has made each one of us unique and individual, so we can fulfil the purpose he has for our lives. We don’t
need to copy others, of wish we had their abilities, or try to be like them. There is an inheritance for us. Like
the Children of Israel we need to go in and take possession of all God has for us. The enemy may try to
discourage or frustrate us, just as he did with the people in Zerubbabel’s time, but we have been given the
power of the Holy Spirit to overcome and be victorious. Remember, the plans God has for you are good, to
give you hope and a future!
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