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Let's go on a journey \
together. We are going
to the Philippine islands™
W' _ e to meet a little girl. Her _»
~C 9y name is Joy. Joy doesn't
P live in the big city of
6 pe Manila, the capital of the
. Philippines, but in a small
town on the Island of
Mindanao.

Let me introduce you to Joy and her famuly.
Here she 1s with her father and mother, and
her younger brother, Joey. Joey i1s 3 years old

and Joy i1s 5 years old.
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Let’s visit Joy's home. It is a simple wooden
house with a bamboo fence outside, and lots of
pot plants around it. We will call to see ifshe is
there, "Maayu'™ That is the Filipino word which
means, "Are you there?” Yes they are, and they
are inviting us to come in.

Inside the floors are concrete, but have been
polished to a shine with a coconut husk. There
is a big bedroom where Joy and Joey sleep with
their father and mother.



If you come at breakfast time
they will be eating rice and
dried fish, a Filipino favorite.

Joy's father works
at the university as
a teacher and her
mother is in charge
of a kindergarten.
Of course Joy and
Joey enjoy going
with their mother,
so they can play
with all the children
there.




One day Joy's mother told the children:
"Missionaries are coming to stay in our house. They
were excited. What would these missionaries be
like they wondered. At last they armved.

They came in a blue van and seemed to have so
many suitcases and boxes. Joy's father and mother
rushed outside to meet them, but Joy and Joey hud
behind the door and peeped out. It didn't take long
though for their shyness to disappear, and they
began to sit beside the missionanes S ——




Sunday

Sundays were special. The family would goto
church in one of the jeepneys or motor cabs that
often roared past their house. Joy and Joey
went to the Sunday School. Their mother was
the teacher.




That Sunday she invited the missionary lady to the
Sunday School. “Could you tell a story to the
children?” she asked. "You tell the story in your
language and | will interpret it in our language, so
the children can understand.”

Sadly, when Sunday came, Joy and Joey were sick
and had to stay home. They were disappointed as
they wanted to hear the missionary’s story too.







“I'll tell you if you listen carefully,” Joy's mother
replied, as she opened the first page of the book.
The page was a gold color. Then she said,
"Although there are no words on this page, it tells
us something wonderful."

"Gold speaks of Heaven, In Heaven the streets are
made of gold.” Joy thought that would be good
because where she lived the streets were muddy
and very bumpy. "Heaven is a beautiful place and
Jesus tells us that he is preparing a home for each
one of his children.” Then Joy's mother said, “In
Heaven there will be no crying and no sickness,
but the most wonderful thing about Heaven is
that Jesus lives there."

"Oh,” said Joy, "I would like to go to Heaven.”



pre———a

But there was another page in the Wordless
Book, and Joy's mother turned to it now. It was
black. "What does that page say?" Joey asked
“This page speaks of our sin. We cannot go to
Heaven because of the sin in our life. Sin is all
the wrong things we have done that don't
please Jesus. It 1s when we are disobedient to
our parents, when we fight with our brothers
and sisters, or when we get angry or tell hes”

Even though Joy and Joey were only Sand 3
years old, they knew they had done some of
those things - things that didn't please Jesus

Joy was feeling sad. "How can we go to Heaven
then?" she asked. Her mother smiled and
turned to the next page in the Wordless Book™




"What color is this page?” Both children answered
at the same time. "Red,” they said. "Yes," their
mother replied, “It's red and it tells us about Jesus.
Jesus is God's Son and he died for us. We deserve
to be punished by God for the things we have
done that don't please him, but Jesus was
punished in our place. He died on the cross and
shed his blood, so we could be forgiven by God.”
Then Joy said, "I want Jesus to forgive me.”

Her mother turned to
the next page and
continued, “When you
ask Jesus to forgive you
for all the wrong things
you have done, he
washes them away and
makes you clean and
white inside, Just like
this white page.”



Joy's mother showed the children another picture
It was a picture of a heart with Jesus inside. Then
she said, "Jesus wants to wipe away all the wrong
things you have done and come to live inside you
If you invite him to do that, you will become one of
God's very own children, and he will prepare a
home for you in Heaven”

When their mother finished the story the children
were very quiet. Joy said, "Mummy, | want to ask
Jesus into my life” Joey added, "Me too” “That's
wonderful” their mother said, "Why don't we pray
and ask Jesus to do that nght now™"







When Joy opened her eyes they were shining.
"Where is Jesus?” her mother asked softly. “In
my life,” Joy replied. Joy's mother went on to tell
them about a book God has in Heaven. Itis
called the Lamb's Book of Life. “The moment
you asked Jesus into your life he wrote your
name in that book,” their mother said. “So your
names are there now - Joy and Joey."

Joy was so happy. Jesus was her friend. Often
at night she would whisper to her mother as
they lay on the wooden bed, "Let's talk to Jesus.”
Then they would pray together. Other times
she would sing the songs she learnt in Sunday
School. Joy was different now. And your life will
be different too if you ask Jesus to live inside
you.



One day Joy was thinking about Heaven and
the gold page in the Wordless Book, so she
asked her mother, “Will | really go to be with
Jesus if | die?”

"Yes of course you will, because you have
asked Jesus into your life,” her mother replied.
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That afternoon Joy became very sick and her
father and mother took her to the hospital near
their home. The doctor told them Joy had to stay







As Joy was lying in the bed in that big hospital,
something wonderful happened. Suddenly
she opened her eyes and looked up, and said,
“Jesus.” She wasn't sad, but full of joy. Then
she lifted her hands, as she had done in church
and said, "Praise the Lord! The Lord is my
Shepherd.”

Jesus had come to take little
Joy to be with him, to that
beautiful place called Heaven.
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It was hard for Joy's father and mother. They
missed Joy very much. Everyone did! Joy's
mother often thought of her own little girl when
she went to teach in the kindergarten. She told
the children the story of the Wordless Book, and
many of them wanted to ask Jesus into their
lives.

One day they will see Joy again. Joy's father and
mother, Joey, and the missionaries will also see
her again, because their names are written in
the Lamb's Book of Life.



Perhaps you would like to ask Jesus to forgive
your sin, and come into your life, just as Joy and
Joey did. If you would like to do that, why not
pray the same prayer they did?

“Lord Jesus thank you that you love me. Thank

you for dying on the cross for me. Please forgive

me for all the wrong things | have done, and come
into my life. In Jesus' name, amen.”

Jesus promised he will come in if you ask him.

Then you too will become a child of God, and your
name will be written in the Lamb's Book of Life.

| Behold,
: ' I stund
[:~' At the door,
=~ ’ and knock:
l

- | ifany man
7l

hear my voice,

| and open the

| door, 1 will
! come in
to him...




The story of Joy was written by Marian Than,
The events in this story are true. Marian and
her husband, William, were missionaries in the
Philippines from 1978 to 1980. They were the
ones who drove the blue van and stayed in Joy
and Joey's home on the Island of Mindanao.

Since that time Marian has told the story of Joy
many times, and others have come to know
Jesus, just as Joy and Joey did. If you asked
Jesus into your life after reading this story,
perhaps you would like to write and tell them:

william.marianthan@gmail.com

Marian & William in
the Philippines

The blue van






