THE BOOK OF HEBREWS

7. Jesus: High Priest like Melchizedek

(Leader’s Notes)

Introduction

As we have studied the Book of Hebrews we have seen that Jesus is the High Priest over God’s House. There
is one phrase that is used again and again in chapters 5 to 7, and it is the phrase, ‘Jesus is High Priest in the
order of Melchizedek.” See Hebrews 5:6, 10, 6:20, 7:17. Obviously this is important. In Hebrews 7 it
explains the meaning of this to us, so let’s study that chapter now.

1. Melchizedek the Priest Hebrews 7:1-10

‘0

e What do we learn about Melchizedek from verses 1 to 3? Also see Genesis 14:18-20.
(vl — he was King of Salem and priest of God Most High.

V1 — he met and blessed Abraham after the defeat of the kings.

V2 — Abraham gave him one tenth of everything.

V3 — He was without father and mother, genealogy, beginning or ending.)

¢ The name Melchizedek is very significant. What does his name mean and how does it point to Jesus?
See Isaiah 9:6-7, Jeremiah 23:5-6.
(King of Righteousness, King of Salem (Peace), both pointing forward to Jesus who would be both
King of Righteousness and Peace.)
+»+ There was one incident that showed how Melchizedek was greater than Aaron and the Levitical Priests.
What is it, and how does it prove that he was greater? V4-10
(The Jewish people gave one tenth of their income to the priests of Levi. They were descendants of
Abraham. However Abraham gave one tenth to Melchizedek, showing that he was greater than
Abraham.)

2. Jesus, like Melchizedek Hebrews 7:11-28

Up until the time of Jesus, the priests had all been descendants of the tribe of Levi, and the High Priest had
been from the lineage of Aaron. Now there was a new High Priest, who had not come from this heritage, yet
he was greater. He was like Melchizedek.

¢ How was Jesus like Melchizedek? V13-17
(Melchizedek was not chosen on the basis of his ancestry and neither was Jesus. Aaron and Levi
however, were chosen on the basis of ancestry. Not only that, Melchizedek and Jesus were chosen
because they had an indestructible life.)

*» Why was the old priesthood of Aaron and Levi set aside? V11, 18
(v11 — perfection could not be attained.
V18 — it was weak and useless.)
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*» What three reasons are given to show that the new priesthood is better? V19-22, 23-25, 26-27.
(1. This new priesthood is given by God with an oath, or a guarantee that it is better.
(2. In the old priesthood, a priest could only continue as long as he lived. However Jesus lives forever,
so it is a permanent priesthood.
(3. The priests in the old priesthood had to offer sacrifices for their own sins, but Jesus did not need
to as he was holy and blameless.)

«* What does Jesus, our High Priest do for us? V25, 26, 27
(He is able to save completely.
He lives to intercede for us.
He meets our needs.
He has sacrificed for our sins, once for all.)

++ Share what encourages you most from these verses and tell us why.

Conclusion

This chapter closes with a summary in verse 28, ‘For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but
the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.” The priesthood
that began in the time of Aaron is now set aside and we have a new High Priest who is infinitely greater. He
is the One God promised to give — the One after the order of Melchizedek and his name is Jesus, the Son of
God. Let’s worship him!
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