THE BOOK OF HEBREWS

5. The High Priest in God’s House

Introduction
Have you ever felt so discouraged that you wanted to give up following the Lord? In the Book of Hebrews

we are urged not to give up, because we have a High Priest who understands us and can help us in time of
need.

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 4:14-5:10

**  What two things are we urged to do? Hebrews 4:14, 16
+» Compare the similarities and differences between Jesus and the High Priest in the Old Testament, in

their qualifications and also their attitudes. Compare Hebrews 5:1 and 5:4-5, then compare 5:2-3 and
4:15, 5:7-8.

Jesus is the High Priest over God’s House, but we are called to be a ‘royal priesthood’.  “You also, like living
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 2:5

e What is our role as ‘priests in God’s House’? What can we learn from the life of Jesus?

* Inv8 it says Jesus ‘learned obedience from what he suffered’. What do you think this means?

*» God also allows us to face tests to see if we will be obedient to him. Can you think of anyone in the
Bible who was tested, but failed the test?

+*» What should our attitude and response be to the tests that come into our lives? See James 1:2-3, 12,
1 Peter 4:1-2, 5:10

For Sharing > The greatest test Jesus faced was being willing to be separated from his
Father and die on the cross. None of us have faced a test that great, but we
have probably faced tests in our Christian life. Can you share one with us?

Conclusion

Jesus perfectly fulfilled what God wanted him to do. It wasn’t easy! In Hebrews 5:7 we can see that Jesus
cried out to God in prayer for help as he faced death. He was tempted just as we are, yet he never sinned.
Praise God he passed the test and is now qualified to be our High Priest. As it says in Hebrews 4:16, “Let us
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace in our time
of need.”
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